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THESE 


Letters of a Parent to her Children 
Are moſt reſpectfully inſcribed 
By Her Ladyſhip's 
| Moſt obedient, 
Molt obliged, | 
And moſt humble Servant, 


EDWARD DAVIES, 


- 
{ 


Dp E DICATION. 


MV DEAR CHILDREN, 


You have a prior, and pecu- 


liar claim to your dear and 
invaluable Mother's precious 
Letters; and it was with a par- 


ticular view to your intereſt, 
that I was firſt induced to pre- 


ſerve them, mutilated as they 


are, 


Since 


1 


Since then, through the 
warmeſt ſolicitations of ſelect 
Friends, I have yielded to 
commit them, as a ſacred de- 
poſit, into the hands of Parents 
at large, by the inſtrumenta- 
lity of the Preſs; humbly 
truſting, that, the example be- 
ing followed by others, the 
Tame bleſſing may attend them, 
as I have reaſon to believe has 
been vouchſafed to you. 


From the ſweet experience 


of the many advantages you 
nave 


— — 
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have reaped, ſhould you ever 


be called, by Providence, to 
have the ſolemn charge of a 
Family, let me indulge the 
feelings of a Parent's mind, to 
hope that you, like your dear 
Mother, will give your Chil- 
dren the privileges you en- 
Joyed yourlelves. | 


That the impreſſions and 
pleaſure you had in their per- 
uſal, may never be eraſed, nor 


the practice dropt into oblivion 
by any into whoſe hands theſe 
Letters 


( vii ) 


Letters may fall, is the con- 
ſtant petition of 


Your affeQtionate Father, 


E. DAVIES. 


George's Buildings, Surry Road, 
April 12, 1788. 


PREFACE. 


P R E F A C F. 


3 HE moſt pious and judicious 
Miniſters of the Goſpel confeſs 
it to be the moſt arduous part of 
their ſacred function to addreſs 
the Young, either from the preſs 
or the pulpit : therefore, the Edi- 
tor hopes, that this conſideration 
will blunt the edge of criticiſm, 
and apologize for theſe Female 
Letters; eſpecially,when the Pub- 
lic is informed, that moſt of them 
are but fragments, taken from 
imperfect copies, and no addi- 
tions annexed. The originals 
were left to the care of the young, 
and many of them thereby came 

| tO 
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to be loſt. If Parents candidly 
perceive them to be intereſting, 
they will have an equal ſenſibi- 
lity of heart with hers; who, 
dead, yet fſheaketh and they 
will be engaged for the honour 
of God, and the ſpiritual and 
moral welfare of their Children. 
Inſtructions flowing from the 
heart, will, if any, reach the 
—_— . 


Tn the Preſs, and ſpeedily vill be publiſhed, 
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PARENT ro nxx CHILDREN. 


LETT: © 


1778, 

Tux getting the muſlin, and the 
numerous little avocations, have 
brought me to the verge of a 
month ſince my dear N y 
heard laſt from me. But I ſha)! 
write a few lines, leſt you ſhould 
B con- 
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conjeQure that abſence baniſhes 
you from my memory. Was 
your eye omniſcient, and you ſaw 
my heart, you would ſee it oft 
over-anxious, and J fear ſinfully 


careful, about the welfare of my 
dear children. I can aſſure my dear 
"Hi 


part in my molt retired moments. 


y ſhe ſhares a conſiderable 3 


While a deſire to pleaſe, and 
ambition is ſeen in a family, to 
love and obey their parents, how 
does parental affection dilate, and 
rejoice over their happy charge! 
I cannot ſay really which is be- 
loved the moſt, and I would ever 
wiſh to watch the pleaſing, happy 


moment 


TO HER CHILDREN, 3 


moment when to commend. This 
I acknowledge with pleaſure, that 
I think, my love, you perceive the 
propriety of conduct, the advantage 
of advice, and the: comfort and 
ſatisfaction of thinking that your 
parents are as deſirous as you. : 


Indeed, my dear Ny, tis dif- 
ficult to ſay which is moſt obler- 
vable—your good ſenſe, or your 
affection. I hope and believe 
there is both; and I tuft 1 ſhall 
not be fo blind to your deſerts, 
as not to aim at and ſtudy your real 
felicity. Nothing but your con- 
duct could have perſuaded me to 


let you return to School; for I 
By {cund 


. 
4 
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found it a trial, and wiſhed it 


could have been otherwiſe. But 


while I am deſirous of your being 


happy on earth, let me breathe 
and pant after more durable and 
delightful pleaſures in the realms 


of everlaſting day. Dr. Young 


ſays, 


He builds too low, who builds beneath the 


6 ſkies,? 


As this is conſonant with Scrip- 


ture, let us, my dear N——y, take 
his advice, and frequently inquire 
where our dwelling and reſt 1s. 
Is it in and with the creature ? 
Then 'tis periſhing. Or is it 

with 


TO HER CHILDREN. 5 


with the purer, happier regions 
above, and we can ſay with the 
Pſalmiſt, «Whom have I in heaven 
but thee? and there is nothing 
*-upon earth I deſire in compariſon 
* with thee.' To have your heart 
flow and drawn to the Lord, 
would be a moſt peculiar mercy, 
before the entangling cares of 
life poſſeſs your buſy thoughts; 
it. would fortify you againſt the 
fooliſh and fading vanities of 
Time and Senſe. 


©” Twill ſave us from a thouſand ſnares, 
Jo mind Religion young; 
Grace will improve our following years, 


© And make our virtues ſtrong.” 


„ Your 
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Your brother ſets off, throught 
Divine Providence, the latter end 
of this week, to Mr. P— 6 
I feel myſelf happy in the thoughts, 


as I believe he is going where the 
Lord is worſhipped and loved. 
F truſt he goes by Divine ap- 
pointment. We have had ſeveral 
places offered, and I have much 
thought and anxiety. O that the 
Lord may renew his heart, and: 
guard his ſteps! 


Ih is quite weaned—end: 


fo amazingly altered, that 'tis a 
pleaſure to have him home. At 


| preſent, his temper is as the un- 
ruffled 


* 


TO HER CHILDREN. — 


ruffled ocean; but I am ſo weak 
as to ſuppoſe, I ſhall not fee and 
hear ſtorms and tempeſts. May 
I have but wiſdom given, to rule 
in the fear of the Lord! I deſire 
to fee] the mercy, that your eyes 
are ſo recovered: this is no ſmall 
mercy. May your heart and mind, 


my dear N 


y, be deeply 
humbled! for we have perſonal 
lins that want waſhing away in 
the fountain opened, that, if not 
pardoned, will add to the national 
flock: and, indeed, the worid 
is ſo prophane, it needs not 
aqdition to fink it deeper in 


B 4: ruin, 
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ruin, and cry louder to Heaven 
to take vengeance.. 


Adieu, my love! from 


Lour ever affectionate mother, 


— A — D——, 


LET- 


— —ä —æ— . 2 — Der ——— 


"TO HER CHILDREN. 9 


L' ET FY 6-0 


Y, 1779. 


MY DEAR P 


W uzx I look around me, and 
view the many young people the 
Lord is afflicting with tedious 
indiſpoſitions, or ſudden removals, 
1 am led often to reflect on the 
gracious dealings of God with us, 
informs 


as a family. Mr. F 
us, you have enjoyed your health 
ever ſince you left us. Let me 


intreat you, my dear love, to be 
thankful 
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thankful—not with a Ip ſervice, 
but heart worſhip. truly 
affecting to think of the many 
young people that fit in the 
houſe of God, and kneel at prayer, 
when their hearts are wandering. 
after many forbidden objects. 
Let the folemn queſtion be put 
to your own confcience, and aſk 
yourſeif, after private or public 
duty, what you have been thinking 
of. I mention this, my dear 
love, that you may detect firs 
where God does, and not vainly 
imagine that you are very good, 
becauſe you have been to the 
houle of God, and ſaid your 


prayers. 


TO HER cHIIDREN. 12 


prayers. Tis the heart, and that 
alone, the Lord regards; and 
every wicked thought, and evil 
temper, that riſes, though un- 
known to all the world, the Lord 
ſees and condemns, and will moſt 
certainly puniſh. ; May you and- 
I be ſeeking for pardon, through 
the blood and righteouſneſs of 
the dear Lord Pefus, through 
whom thoſe who are ſenſible of 

their ſins have every. encourage- 
ment to expect forgiveneſs! the 
invitation is ſo gracious and 
kind, when our Lord ſays, I 


 * love them that love me, and 
* thole that ſeek me early ſhall 
| | | * find 
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"find me.' Be quickened and 
encouraged, my dear love, by 
ſuch a diſcovery, of the heart of 
Jeſus Chriſt, to confeſs the many 
ſins you have been guilty of, and 
be bleſſed with his love and his 


preſence. 


I have the ſorrowful yet joyful 


neus to impart, that Mr. 
has loſt his youngeſt ſon. He was | 
ſo remarkably dutiful, that his dear 
father ſaid, he had never grieved 
him: but though the parents have 
laid in the filent grave a ſon that 
they had expected ſo much com- 
fort and — from, they 


greatly 


TO HER CHILDREN. 13 


greatly rejoice: in his triumphant 
death. He was ſick but one week. 
The ſecond day after his illneſs, he 
laid, * I ſhall certainly die ; for 
many younger than me do; and 
added, © I was reflecting, with 
© ſome diſtreſs of mind, on that 
"© paſſage of our Lord's concerning 
the Sheep and the Goats, which» 
he has given us in the xxvth of 
St. Matthew, The-Goats go on the 
© Left fide :* Theſe words dwelt on 
his mind with ſome uneaſineſs, 
and he deſired to fee his Papa. 
He was at a ſerious ſchool at 


Greenwich : they endeavoured to 
comfort him; but he intreated to 
fee 
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ſee his dear Parents, as he was 
ſure he ſhould. not live. Mr. 


I was ſent for; and in con- 
verſation with his Papa, he ac- 
knovledged his fins; and had 
theſe views of the Redeemer, that 
he had laid down his life for 
his Sheep, and that he would 


„take care of them, till he took 


* them to heaven.“ He was in 


very great pain in his head, and 


often cried out, Lord, I am a 
Lazarus, make me a Job in 
"* patience! Lord, make me a 


Moſes: he was a very meek 


man, make me like him.“ He 


ſaid much to his Mama after his 
Papa 


* 


if 
” 


: TO HER CHILDREN. 15 
Papa had left him, of the ſafety 
of thoſe that trufted in Jeſus; and 
juſt before he expired, he ſaid, 
Tell my Papa I am going to 
© heaven, I am in heaven ; then 
deſired to ſec his Maſter and 
Miſtreſs, and ſome of his ſchool- 
fcllows, and in the name of Jeſus 
bleſſed them all, and departed 
this life in the fourteenth year 
of his age. The relation is ſo 


extremely affecting, that 1 hope 


my dear P— y's heart will melt 
before the Lord, and that ſhe will 
be earncſt for carly grace. 


Let 
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Let the ſweet work of prayer and praiſe 
* Employ my youngeſt breath; 
© 'Thus I'm prepar'd for longer days, 
Or fit for earlier death.“ 


I am rejoiced, my love, you ſee 
the attraction of good-nature. Ever 
ſtudy an obliging behaviour, be- 
cauſe it not only makes yourſelf 
happy, but compels every body 
elſe to love you. I find you are 
rather .more fond of your book 
than your work. Though I am 
plealed you are attached to your 
books, as there is great improve- 
ment from reading; but ever re- 
member, a knowledge of work, 
and 


TO HER CHILDREN. 2p 


and a fondneſs for it, is very im- 


portant in a woman. I am greatly 


obliged to Mr. T— for writing 
{o particular; and I hope the next 
letter will inform me you are very 


fond of both. N 


y is learning 


to write; and I have promiſed, 


which ever of you writes me the 


firſt and the beſt Letter, I ſhall 


make a preſent to. Ever 


Your moſt affectionate mother, 


A— 5—. 


CE L. E I» 
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LETTER HI. 


1779. 
I nave for a long time, intended 
d; but 
tho' abſent from me, he is not leſs 
dear than his brother and ſiſters, 
and is often the ſubje& of my 
thoughts and converſation. Many 
pleaſing accounts from your maſter 
flatter us, that you will take greater 


to write to my dear N 


encouragement to improve in 
every uſeful and important branch 


. 


TO HER CHILDREN. 19 


of learning. I hope, when we 
have the pleaſure to ſee our dear 
child, we ſhall have reaſon to 
ſay, his manners are ſo forming, 
that he is copying the charatter 
ol the moſt excellent and worthy. 
Remember, my love, there are ad- 
vantages you may receive from 
reading well-choſen writers, which 
will well recompenſe you for the 
time you ſpend. Attive play is 
neceſſary to keep you in health; 
but, O beware of thinking every 
thing a taſk till you are at play 
again! Let us not imagine we are 
born to live the life of butterflies: 
they may ſport and play, and die, 

Ga. and 
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and no injury done; but we are 
called to a more important taſk. 


Often remember, my love, that 
moſt excellent anſwer to the 
queſtion in the Aſſembly's Cate- 


chiſm, Man's chief end is to 
« glorify God, and enjoy him for 
ever.“ If N—d anly comments 
on this anſwer a few minutes, how 
many uſeful leſſons may it teach the 
mind! Let us ſurvey the character 
of a holy man, who thus aims to 
glorify his God: how lovely is his 
moral character! he ſweetly finds 


religion influential in all his ac- 


tions, and therefore he 1s cheer- 
ful, as well as grave; he is indud- 
trious, 


N 
Es 


TO HER CHILDREN. 27 


trious, as well as given to prayer: 
he is frugal, that he may be 
generous to the poor; he not 
only is happy, but endeavours to 
make every body around him 
happy. My dear love, while you 
read and hear of ſuch lovely cha- 
rafters, pray earneſtly for the 
fame grace to animate you, and 
endeavour to imitate them in thoſe 
attracting virtues, that ſo much 
diſtinguiſh them. 

Let us, but for a few minutes 
reverſe the character. How 
odious doth it appear, and how 


baneful its effects! How affecting, 
C 3 _ 2» and 
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and, alas! how frequent is the 
ſight, to ſee a man enſlaved to his 
luſt, and an enemy to God, and 
his fellow creatures! To pleaſe 


and enjoy himſelf, is the ſtudy of 


his life; and while he hears the 
names of others exalted by the 
voice of fame, this groveling 
wretch can be ſatisfied to be 
{lighted and deſpiſed. Not that 
J could wiſh to ſee you happy 


in the applauſe of the fooliſh, and 


the giddy; the direct way to 


avoid that, 1s to pray for early 


grace, that your heart may be 
changed ; for by nature you do 
not love the Lord: but thoſe that 
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TO HER CHILDREN. 23” 


ſeek him early ſhall find him. Be 


quickenedby ſuch an animating in- 


vitation, and then will you neither 
wiſh for the company nor the opi- 
nion of the gay and foppiſn. 


I hope you will write to me 


ſoon: remember you are writing to 


a Parent, who, though ſhe expetts 


attention and reſpett, defires you 
will write with the utmoſt freedom. 
As I ever wiſh that your affection 
will be more and more attached: by 
obſerving my care and attention 
to your real happineſs, ſpiritual 
and temporal; never think, my 
love, as youth is too apt to do, 

C 4 „ 
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that every piece of advice is meant 
as a reproof - but all that is ſaid 
10 you, is intended for your 
advantage, and flowing from the 
ſtrongeſt love of, 


Dear N— d, 
Your moſt affectionate mother, 


A—— 5—. 


L E T- 


TO HER CHILDREN. 25 


E ETC 0s 


DEAR N Y, 


Turs evening's poſt brought us 
the happy news, of yours and your 
companions ſafe arrival at North- 
ampton. Suffer not, my love, the 
mercies of each revolving day to 
paſs unnoticed, ſince a kind and 
tender Providence notices you by 
many peculiar favors and bleſſings. 
Your Papa drinking tea from 


home this afternoon, P y 
has 
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has very agrecably entertained, 
and I hope improved the fleeting 
hour, by reading to me Mr. 
Hervey's Meditations among the 
Tombs. She read with much 
ſenſibility, and appeared to be 
intereſted in the ſolemn ſcenes, 
as maſterly unfolded by his inimi- 
table pen. Then only is hearing 
or reading beneficial, when ve 
conſider ourſelves addreſſed; as 
the Scripture beautifully expreſſes 
it, either in reproof, inſtruftion, 
or correction in righteouſneſs. 


As you are arrived to theſe 
years of reflection, I hope, my 
love, 


TO HER CHILDREN. 27: 


love, you will embrace with ardour 
and aſſiduity the great advantages 
you now enjoy, to improve in 
every important acquiſition, and 
pleaſing accompliſhment. 


Your filter and brother deſtre 
their kind love to you. Committing 
you to the protection and bleſſing 
of the Lord, I remain 


Your affectionate mother, 


Hoxton, 
Jan. 25, 1780. 
S | L E T. 
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Laras v. 


D EAR Nx, Feb. 21, 1780. 


Inv delayed ſome time ſending 
you a ſmall parcel,” expecting Miſs 
but as it may be a week or longer, 
J take the preſent opportunity. 
Your ſiſters and ſelf have had 
ſlight colds; but we have far more 


's departure from London; 


reaſon to ſing of mercy than com- 
plain of judgments. Was there but 
a more 


= 
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a more abiding ſenſe of our ſins 
and deſerts, how would every 
mercy be enjoyed with redoubled 
ſweetneſs ! and under every afflic- 
tive diſpenſation, we ſhould ac- 
knowledge with calm ſubmiſſion, 
] will ſuffer the indignation of 
the Lord, becauſe I have ſinned 


* againſt him.“ 


I have ſent you Ruſſell's Ser- 
mons for your private peruſal, 
which I prize, as being one of 
the firſt books that impreſſed 
my tender age with ſerious 
thoughts, I was many years 

younger 
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-younger than you, when this book 
was bleſſed to me. Eternity with 
its awful events, and my unpre- 
paredneſs to meet the Judge, the 
Lord of heaven and earth, a holy 
God, and a ſinful heart, now 


became the ſubjefts of my hourly 


thoughts, and, I truſt, left impreſ- 
ſions on my mind which I ſhall 
be ever thankful for. O my dear 
love, my heart, I can truly ſay, 
pants for your ſalvation : and I 


earneſtly implore the blefſed Spirit 
of all light, life, and liberty, to be 


preſent with you when you read, 


and pour out upou you a wreſtling 


ſpirit 
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ſpirit for ſpiritual bleſſings. Your 
ſiſters deſire to join us in love 
to you, and dear N- d. I am 
quite happy in my little charge at 
home: they are ſo good and affec- 
tionate, that reproof, or ſome tri- 
fling denial, I hope will ever be the 
ſummit of their puniſhment. You 
will be very punctual in writing 
to us, and not decline it on ac- 
count of your hearing from your 
brother : and indite your own 
letters: I know you find it no dif- 


ficulty to converſe familiarly, and 
writing is but penning our thoughts 
with an eaſy freedom. Com- 


mitting 
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mitting you to the care and bleſ- 


OAT Es 


fing of a gracious God, 
: 


I remain 
Your affectionate parent, 


& 


13 


K 1. 


: 
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LETTERS vv. 


177% 


I wirr not, my love, addreſs you 
in the language of condolence, 
but rather ſuppoſe the cheerful- 
neſs of your young companions 
has been ſo influential as that 
you are now rejoicing in your 
country retreat. Let reflection, 
my dear P——-y, always accom- 


pany your vivacity, and then there 


is not that danger of exceſs. I. 
D hope 
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hope you will admire and adore 


the Providence in fixing you in 


your preſent fituation; I know 
no way ſo fully to convince us 
you do, as attending to every 
inſtruction and branch of learning. 


Your preſent moments are fleet- 
ing: O eſteem them, and improve 
them, my love, as golden ſands! 
But if it is neceſſary you ſhould 


attend to human wiſdom, to render 
your future character conſiſtent 
and agrecable as a member of 
ſociety; how infinitely. more im- 


portant muſt it be, my dear love, 


you ſhould follow the diftates of 


conſcience, the word of God, and 


the 


« 
4 
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the whiſpers of the Bleſſed Spirit! 


And you know who hath ſaid, Af, 
and ye ſhall receive, &c. 


Let not God be forgot; but ac- 


quaint yourſelf with him, and be at 


peace, is the ſincere prayer of 
Your affectionate mother, 
A D——. 


Your Papa joins me in love to 
Miſs S. N—y, B—a, &c. Re- 
ſpects to your Governeſs. 
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LETT .. 


1780. 


SEVERAL neceſſary engagements 
have obliged me to lay aſide the 
intention of writing to my dear 
N- dz but 'tis with peculiar delight 
and ſatisfaction I have repeatedly 
heard that the Lord has graciouſly 
preſerved you in health. So inva- 
luable a bleſſing claims our deepeſt 
gratitude; and may the ſame kind 
Providence follow, bleſs, and ap- 

pear 
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pear for you, thro' the chequered 
{ſcenes of human life! Tis a moſt 
animating thought, to believe that 
the omnipotent arm of an almighty 
God is ftretched forth for our 
defence ; and infinite Wiſdom to 
regulate our actions in and through 
the maze of errors around us - and 
eſpecially his reconciled love and 
mercy, our bleſſing in this world 
of fin. May you, my dear love, be 
among the happy favored few that 
early ſeek your peace and felicity 
in the Lord! Daily wreſtle in hum - 
ble prayer for a new heart. The 
more you feel your ſinfulneſs, and 
view the Saviour, the more deeply 

D 3 will 
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will you be affected with the love 
and mercy of a dear Redeemer. 
Did he die that you might live? did 
he ſuffer the moſt agonizing 
forrows, that you might eſcape the 
juſt deſert of fin ? O, look around 
and ſee, if you can behold an 
equal friend ! Look within, and be 
humble and holy; look up, and 
wonder and adore. While a gay 
world flatters to deceive, and a 
corrupt heart entices to forbidden 
pleaſures; be convinced, my dear 
N-, that all the paſſing vanities 
| you behold, cannot impart that 
ſecret, compoſed, refle&ive, and 
delightful joy, that early piety 

offers. 


TO HER CHILDREN. 89 


offers. To retire from the world, 
to withdraw to our chambers and 
there peruſe the ſacred word in 
humble confidential prayer, and 
hold converſe with our reconciled 
Friend and Father through the 
bleſſed Jeſus, produces a peace not 
eaſily expreſſed, nor can poſlibly 
be compared by the enjoyment of 
ſin and diſſipation. Creation ſmiles 
around you: let not Nature unſold 
her charms, and diſplay the won- 
drous power of God, and you 
unnotice either its beauties, or not 
adore the wiſe Performer. The 
intenſe cold this laſt winter brought 

D 4 this 
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this reflection to my thoughts, 
that the revolving ſpring with its 
ſalubrious and ſoft breezes, with 
the delightful ſcenes of ſummer, 
rendered the ſeverity leſs painful, 
and enlightened the dreary ap- 


pearance, 


When the winter of eternal deſ- 
pair reaches the ſoul in the world 
of ſpirits, no proſpect of a chan- 
ging ſcene, no remove of ſorrow 
at a diſtant period, will aſſuage its 
ſorrow, or ſpeak comfort to the 
comfortleſs; but now life is ſpared 
you, be active, be watchful, that 
1 
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fin being your preſent burden, 
inſtead of following you through 
the gates of death, you may be 
waſhed in the blood of the Lamb, 
and fing with the celeſtial throng, 
Hallelujah to his moſt glorious 
name. My dear love, I feel for 
your preſent and future welfare, 
and cannot expreſs the joy it will 
afford me to ſee the bloſſom of 
early grace appear in your con- 
verſe and conduct. 


May a gracious and a kind 
Providence fix you in life, and 
the riches of his love in Chriſt 


Jeſus 
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Jeſus be your comfort and por- 
tion, is the ſincere prayer of 


Your affectionate mother, 


A—— D——. 


Your Papa joins me in reſpetts 


to Mr. R d, and Mr. and 
Mrs. R d, jumor. We 
unite in love to N——y, and 
ſelf. 


LET. 
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LETTER VIII. 


BEAR N D, 


Tunxovcn the divine goodneſs, 
I am better than when your Papa 
laſt wrote; but the frequent re- 
turn of my diſorder, and the daily 
weakneſs I am called to undergo, 
loudly inform the neceſſity of 
living on God, and for God, that 
1 may, at the cloſing ſcene of life, 
for ever live with God. My dear 

N—d, 
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Nd, however important it is, 
that you ſhould be attive and 
diligent, as a member of ſociety, 
yet be as diligent and watchful 
that your great enemy do not gain 
the advantage, and make you lole 
the thoughts of eternity and judg- 
ment. In buſy ſcenes of life, you 
are naturally extremely lively; and 
though J am not deſirous of ſeeing 
you cloudy and demure, yet I 
ſhould be happy to obſerve you 


was. more attentive to what your 
| ſuperiors in wiſdom and know- 
ledge ſpeak of, than to hear your- 
ſelf the continual chatterer ; and IL 
hope 
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hope you will follow this advice, 
that whenever you are at your maſ- 
ter's table, or in company with the 
family, you will be affable, and not 
bold; courteous, and not imperti- 
nent; ever reſpettful. Remember- 
Ing he 1s your maſter, your teacher, 
and govexnor, and you the lear- 
ner and pupil; let your obedience 
be ever free and cheerful, that 
you may gain affection. 


This day we heard from Mr. P. 
and indeed much lament--am ſorry 
you thus grieve and diſtreſs. When 
1 hear that you ſuffer your unruly 
temper to diſpleaſe your Maſter, 

you 
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you offend the Lord: and if you 
reflect at all, you wound your con- 
ſcience. Let me picture what a poor 
unhappy creature that perſon is, 
who is hot-headed and paſſionate: 
he is deſpiſed as being touchy, and 
more ſo if in a rage. The word 
of God turns accuſer; the Lord 
withdraws himſelf, declaring he 
dwells with the humble and con- 
trite. I know of no one that is 
pleaſed but Satan, and he triumphs 
and rejoices; and, without a 
change of heart and practice, will 
finally triumph inyour deſtruction. 
Vile and ſinful you confeſs your- 
SOT ſelf; 
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ſelf; but, alas! you but deceive 

yourſelf with the expreſſions of 

humility and forrow, while fin 1s 
indulged. 


N The Vouth to whom the above letter 
was addreſſed died at the age of ſeven- 
teen, having given a clear and ſtrong 

| teſtimony of faith in the virtue and effi- 
cacy of the blood and righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt. He died in the bloom of health; 
and a little before he was ſeized with a 

putrid fever, which cut him off, he had 
wrote on a blank leaf of his bible the 
following words, There is but a ſtep be- 
tween me and death | | 


L EI. 
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LETTER IX. 


3 


I navr the pleaſure to inform my 


dear P 
protection of the Lord, the travel- 


y, through the gracious 


lers by land, and by water, have 


arrived ſafe at Ramſgate. The 


repetitions of our mercies ought: 
to humble us in the duſt, and put 


a ſong of praiſe in our mouths. 
We are exceedingly pleaſed with 


our new ſituation, quite the hum- 


ble 
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ble cot. The Apoſtle ſays, Hau- 
ing food and raiment, be ye there- 
with content. Be aſſured, my love, 
'tis not the aſpiring, ambitious 
mind that is the happy perſon; for 
what he obtains with anxiety he 
poſſeſſes with diſappointment.— 
Peace and tranquillity dwell with 
the humble and thankful; con- 
ſcious that every mercy is forfeit- 
ed by the commiſſion of ſin, he 
receives every bleſſing of Provi- 
dence as from a kind and bounti- 
ful benefactor. O my dear 
love, we little conſider this ſub- 
je&, or how would every mercy 

E 5 
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be ſweetened, and our moſt com- 
mon comforts be ſanctified! The 
pious Dr. Watts moſt beautifully 
fays, 


4 There's ne'er a gift his hand beſtows, 


« But colt his heart a groan.” 


But while with thankful remem- 
brance we bleſs him for the mer- 
cies of the nether ſpring, let us 
not forget how infinitely indebted 
we are for the bleſſings of the 
upper. As you prize happineſs, 
as you would ſhun miſery, conſi- 
der the value of your ſoul, and 


the worth of a Saviour. I am 


-perſuaded 
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perſuaded you are ſenſible of 
many important truths ; but know- 
ledge, unleſs it is reduced into 
practice, is but as painted food, 
which cannot ſatisfy the craving 
appetite. Religion is only real 
as tis prathſed, and will only 
afford peace and ſatisfaction as 
it is cloſely followed. Pray the 
Lord to make you villing to be 
his; for when you are willing, G 
matchleſs mercy! the Lord is 
willing, to guide you by his 
counſel, and receive you into 


glory. 


E 2 I fre- 
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I frequently walk out, as I am 
near the water, to view the beau- 
ties of the ſea, and this morning 
have been delighted at viewing 
the riſing billows and the daſhing 
waves. With aſtoniſhment, won- 
der, and adoration, may we ex- 
claim, The Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth, whom the wind and the 
waves obey ! May we fear to offend 
ſo glorious and great a Being! 
Stand in awe, O my ſoul! and 
fin not. 


Your Papa, Siſters, &c. join 


in kind love to you; and wiſh- 


ing | 
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ing that every bleſſing may attend 


you, I remain 
Your affectionate Mother, 


„ 


Your: Papa joins me in reſpetts 
to your. Governeſs. 


E 3 1 
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LETTER XxX 


1780. 


] an ſurpriſed and grieved, my 
dear ]—k, after the receipt of my 
Eetter, you ſhould delay to de- 
vote one half-hour to the pen. 
Are you not yet convinced of my. 
affection, and do you not deſire to 
hear of my health and happineſs ? 
or are you careleſs and indifferent 
in the matter? I would ever wiſh 


to mingle love with reproof; but 
N I muſt: 
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I muſt be ſtrangely inſenſible, not 
to notice the unkindneſs and want 
of reſpe& in your filence. I am 
ſorry you want, my love, to be 
urged to a& conſiſtently with real 
affection: 'tis actions ſpeak ; and 
while many utter a thouſand flat- 
tering expreſſions, I examine and. 
weigh the conduct, and then draw 
the inference. I am perſuaded, 
in your natural temper there is 
much of a tender diſpoſition; and 
therefore am certain, were you 
really ſenſible how much I intereſt 
myſelf in my children's peace and 
felicity, you would have wrote 
inſtantly. The Lord knows, if. 

| E 4. it. 
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it were not for theſe near and ten- 
der ties, I have no deſire for life. 
None of its painted-joys, or its 
moſt alluring charms, could tempt 
my ſtay. I find, and feel, bleſſed 
be free and matchleſs Grace! the 
_ delights of Religion; and the 
world's vain amuſements are ſo 
entirely oppoſite, that I cheerfully 
reſign the latter, and pant and 
breathe after a life of prayer and 

praiſe. | 


In my morning walk to-day, 1 
heard a very affeQting and true tale 
—Sir John] 
he was walking behind his Lady, 
dropped 


's ſervant, as 
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One mo- 


dropped down dead ! 


ment on earth, the next at the bar 
of God!—I fay affecting; for with- 
out a meetneſs for glory, the ſoul 
muſt be ſtrangely and mournfully 
_ aſtoniſhed at ſo ſudden a removal. 
Providence, one would almoſt 
think, permitted ſometimes theſe 
awful events, to alarm a giddy 
multitude, who can fleep o'er their 
tomb-ſtones, while they are all life 
and vivacity at a ball or a play. 


But may you and I, my dear love, 
learn this important leſſon, that the 
moment we breathe the vital air, we 
are travellers to an eternal world. 

Let 
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Let us reflect on the ſolemn ſcene: 
that awaits, and frequently aſk our- 
ſelves this neceſſary queſtion, Are 
we born again? Tis a queſtion. 
you often hear from the pulpit; but, 

believe me, it will never ſavingly. 
profit you till you. aſk your own: 
heart.. | 


N E T.. 
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LETTER XI. 


DEARP—x, 17 80. 


J Au quite of the opinion, that 
| ations ſpeak louder than words. 
You aſſure us, to write to your 
Papa affords you great pleaſure. 
Is it not then ſurpriſing you did 
not enjoy that pleaſure till you had 
been at ſchool near ſix weeks? O, 
my love, let our words always be 
the real index of our hearts, that 
our conduQ may never ſpeak con- 


trary 
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trary to our expreſſions. I was- 
Juſt going to write when I received 
yours; and I muſt ſay, your filence 
has both grieved.and ſurpriſed us. 
We heard by a friend, that you got 
ſafe to ſchool; but you certainly 
ſhould have informed us of that 
bleſſing alſo, as well as enquiring 
of the general welfare of the family. 
It hurts my feelings to ſuppoſe you 
want ſenſibility: I. therefore for- 
bear, and with pleaſure inform 
you, your Brother has ſtepped into 
life this fortnight paſt, and a kind: 
Providence has favoured him with. 
a pleaſing encouragement 'in his 
new ſituation. I truſt he is in ſome 
meaſure 
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aneaſure ſenſible the Lord muſt bleſs 
the labour of the day, or in vain ſhall 
ve riſe early, or ſit up late. Tis cer- 
tainly true, what you ſay, or ſome 
kind aſſiſtant for you, in your 
Letter, * that it muſt be by the 
© Divine influence of the Holy 
Spirit, that we ſhall properly 
eſtimate the vanities of life, and 
from that conviction ſeek ſupe- 
* rior joys. As the Lord has 
therefore wrapt up the bleſſings 
he has promiſed in the precepts he 
has commanded, if I may ſo ex- 
preſs myſelf, then be encouraged 
to be importunate at a Throne of 
Grace, fince the Lord aſſures us, 

IF 
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If ye that are evil, know how to 
© give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more ſhall 
* your heavenly Father give his 
2 Holy Spirit unto them that aſk 
© him!” I believe you took with 
you to ſchool Ruſſell's Sermons ; 
1 hope you will read them atten- 
tively ; they are very ſtriking and 
ſolemn. And we, my love, that 
have the Goſpel as conſtant as the 
Summer's Sun, ſhould be often 
-examining our hearts, whether it 
-comes with warmth as well as 
light. An enlightened head, with- 
out an enlivened heart, is but 
holding the truth in unrighteouſ- 

neſs. 
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neſs. O, may we watch and pray, 
that we be not deceived by that 
great deceiver! I wiſh you to 
give me your ſentiments on the 
advantages of early piety. 


Your Papa, with all friends, 
Join in love; and believe me 


Your affectionate mother, 


A 


D 


TE T- 


« —— — — ———4—ͤ 97m. * TON 
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9 


I navsz again to recount, my 
dear ]J—k, the tender care of a 
watchful Providence, as we ar- 
rived ſafe at Bath on Tueſday 
evening. Our journey was ex- 
tremely pleaſant, for * travelled 
from London to N ewbkry by our- 
ſelves. I defire to be thankful 
that we do not want a buſy, diffi- 
pated world to make us happy. | 
Bleſt 
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Bleſt with each other's affection, 
we enjoy domeſtic peace and retire- 
ment. How ſincerely do I pity a 
vain and fooliſh world, ſatisfied, or 
rather panting after happineſs, in 
a round of thoughtleſs amuſe- 
ments, which huſhes conſcience to 
{leep, and thereby efe&ually deludes 
their ſouls ; while the Chriſtian, 
alive to, and happy in far more 
exalted joys, paffes by the pleaſures 
of the gay, with theſe words, The 
© faſhion of this world paſſes away; 
and with a thankful cheerfulnefs 
travels the narrow path, ſupported 
by the promiſe of a faithful God, 
and often refreſhed with the bright 
| | F beams 
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beams of the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs! Tis true, the way is ſome- 
times thorny; but then, in this 
bleſſed path, there are often ſeen 
the roſe of Sharon, and the lily of 
'the valley; and often when the 
travelling Chriſtian is weary and 
fatigued, he is brought to the ban- 
queting-houſe, and his banner over 
him 1s love. O! be watchful, be 
prayerful, my dear Ik, you do 
not form an improper eſtimate of 
this world, and receive unjuſt pre- 
judices againſt early piety! This is 
Satan's firſt and grand temptation ; 


therefore, beware of his device, and 


conſult your own eternal felicity. 
The 
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The many refreſhing ſhowers 
rendered our journey very agree- 
able, as it laid the duſt, and enli- 
vened the whole creation. The 
Spring ſeaſon is quite an emblem 
of human life. This hour 'tis fine - 
the next, the heavens are clouded, 
and the ſtorm deſcends : and hap- 
py are thoſe who can ſhelter, in a 
temporal view, in theſe tempeſtu- 
_ ous hours; but far happier they, 
who can reſt in the arms and love 
of Jeſus in the windy ſtorm and 
tempeſt ! | 


How beautiful is every buſh, 
clothed in its Summer garment ! 
F2 | and 
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and the trees, the meadows, and 
every ſhrub wear the ſame hvery. 
How variegated is the hue [ 
Thus, though there is a diver- 
ſity of modes in Chriſt's church, 
they all unite in one voice to gi ve 
honour and glory to the dear Re- 
deemer. 


As you are ſo fond of reading, 
and particularly Hiſtory, which 
muſt be very improving, as it in- 
troduces us into the company of 
men of ſenſe and ſhining abilities, 
and tranſports us to different parts 
of the globe, where we gain an ac- 
quaintance with their mode of 

5 government, 
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government, arts and ſciences ; 
yet be not ſatisfied with running 


from Pole to Pole, without firſt 


fixing on your memory what is 
praiſe-worthy, and what is deſtruc- 
tive to Morality and Religion, in 
the different nations you travel 
through. 


Fa LEM 


e 
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- A $3 MM IL. 


DEAR P—Y, 1780. 


Jau really concerned to hear, 
by your Papa, that you make ſo 
ſlow a progreſs in your chairs. 
You found him much diſpleaſed ; 
and indeed I was ſorry to ſee him 
ſo grieved in his ſpirit, at your 
ſmall improvement in almoſt every 
thing this twelvemonth. Your 
age gave us the pleaſing hopes, 
that you would have followed the 

footſteps 
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footſteps of your Siſter, who, when 
at Mrs. T 
ſatisfaction; and indeed I muſt 


ſay, when you was there, though 
much younger, you made greater 
progreſs. O my love! the advan- 
tage to yourſelf, as well as grati- 


tude to a gracious God for the 


opportunity enjoyed, and duty to- 
your parents, ſhould have con- 


ſtrained you to the utmoſt dili- 
gence in every branch of learn- 
ing. Time, like a haſty traveller, 
is on the wing, and your twelve- 
month 1s nearly expired. How 
pleaſing the reflection, and what 


B'S - Joy 


r's, gave us great 


F. r ea ECL 
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Joy would it have afforded you, 


to have gained the applauſe and 
approbation of every one that 


knows you ! 


We fully expected your com- 
pany this Whitſuntide for a few 
days, when you would have had 
the pleaſure of ſeeing your Bro- 
ther and his ſituation; but your 
Papa could not let you. I aſſure 


my dear P—y, when a child feels 


a difappointment, parents feel 
ſometimes more keenly when they 
are obliged to refuſe a favour. 


Then do not complain 'tis a diſ- 


agreeable 


| 
: 
| 
N 
\ 


— we Y 
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agrecable work. But O how 
happy to ſee you att upon the no- 
bleſt principle of love, and duty 


to the God of all your mercies! 


How juſtly does the Author of 
your days demand the work of 
your hands, the words of your 
lips, and the praiſes of your heart! 
and then you would be convinced 
you was not created to indulge 
and hve to ſelf, but to the glory 
of God, and the good of others ; 
and you would conſider, each day 
has its call of duty, according to 
the ſphere of life Providence has 


placed us in. 


You 
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You will preſent my reſpects 
to your Governeſs; and I re- 
main | 


Pour affectionate mother, 


A—_D—. 


EE T- 
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LETTKE x 
DEAR ]J——>K, 


To recount the Lord's mercies 
to us as a family, would be as im- 
practicable as to number the ſtars, 
or certify the ſands on the ſea- 
ſhore ; but may an abiding ſenſe 
keep us humbly adoring, and fin- 
cerely devoted to his glory! Ma- 
ny circumſtances in our journey 
rendered it very pleaſing and 

agreeable ; 
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agreeable; but the being expoſed 
to wind and weather, and it prov- 
ing very boiſterous, chequered the 
ſcene, and taught us this uſeful 
leſſon, not to expect men, manners, 
and things to conſpire together to 
make us happy, and be humbled to 
our wills. The ſeas will roar, and 
the ſtormy wind, vith all its im- 
petuous force, vill threaten or 
deſtroy without our permiſſion. 
Thus, my love, be perſuaded that 
mankind will think, ſpeak, and act, 
agreeably to the dictates of their 
degree of ſenſe, or particular dif- 
poſitions, without our conſent : 

and 
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and 'tis here, I think, you inſen- 
fibly, though neceſſarily, lay many 
a croſs upon your ſhoulder, from 
abſurdly thinking, that your opi- 
nion ſhould be that of another, 
and that others' wills ought to bow 
to yours; which makes oppoſition 
or trifling difference, almoſt in- 
ſtantly appear a moſt heavy and 
inſupportable trial, the ſituation 
intolerable, and the perſon or 
perſons diſguſtful. 


O xk, conſult your own hap- 
pineſs; and let the ſweetneſs of 
your temper blunt the edge of a 
| ; ſuppoſed 
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ſuppoſed offence or a real injury, 
and the dictates of good ſenſe lead 
you to a prudential way of think- 
ing and acting. To liſten merely 
to the voice of Reaſon, and one 
that ſincerely wiſhes your preſent 
peace, would be well and com- 
mendable; but fince you have 


that bleſſed word of Revelation 


to conſult, you are not only inex- 
cuſable, but ſtand condemned, for 
not ſeeking for all that grace and 
power which is treaſured up in 


Jeſus Chriſt. 


The 
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The oath of the Lord cannot 
be broken. O bleſt encourage- 
ment for humble prayer! Do 1 
want wiſdom to dirett me, patience 
to meeken me, and a new and 
changed heart to adore and love 
the Lord, Aſk, and ye ſhall have; 
© ſeek, and ye ſhall find; knock, 
and it ſhall be opened. 


The whole world are candidates 
for happineſs; tho' but few can 


with juſtice and propriety be ſaid 
to have found, and pofſeſs'd that 
ineſtimable prize. Do you aſk, 
Who thele bleſſed few are? I an- 


{wer, 
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ſwer, They are the humble follow- 
ers of the Lamb, and they only. — 
Dr. Watts ſays of the eminently 
pious woman Mrs. Bury, Buriſla 
* knew how to make life happy, 
and reſign it too.” A moſt de- 
firable attainment, that can ſoften 
the adverſe providences we meet 
with here; enable us, in ſweet 
contentment, to endure the trials 
of a frowning world ; and, with a 
bliſsful compoſure, look within the 
vail, and anticipate the ſeraphic 
joys of the juſt made perfett. 
This produceth peace, and im- 
parteth happineſs, which this 
| world 
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world can neither give nor take 


away. 


I am ſenſible, the gay, diſſipated 
ſcenes of life are very enſnaring; 
and Satan flatters the young and 
heedleſs to taſte of forbidden plea- 
ſures, only to deceive and deſtroy 
them. Be convinced that Satan 
is what the Scriptures repreſent 
him—a roaring Lion, wiſhing and 
ſeeking your deſtruttion. Liſten, 
O liſten to the voice of Mercy, 
while the Goſpel trumpet ſounds 


© Mercy and love, through the 
blood of the Lamb! 


bt I am 
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I am grieved to find that you 
cannot diſcover who are your real 
friends. 


Your affectionate Mother, 


3 — 


L E T- 


TO HER CHILDREN. 8g 


LETTERS 


DEAR N . 


I r1xD you have heard, through 
Mrs. B s, that a gracious, yet 
affecting Providence has : viſited 
us ſince I wrote laſt. Tis now-@ 


month ſince your Siſter ſickened: 
of the ſmall-pox. The Lord has. 
ſpared her through the dire diſeaſe. 
—]1 truſt, as a comfort to us, and 
the glory of God. We do not 
know how ſhe received the infec- 

% 
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tion, as there was no family near 
us where it was. She has had it 
very full—but a fine ſort ; and as 
the redneſs will continue for ſome 
time, you will ſee ſome alteration 
in her appearance : yet the ſame 
mind and diſpoſition to love and 
obey remains unſullied. While 
ſiekneſs and time fade the bloom- 
ing countenance, and veil exter- 
nal beauty, the mind that is ſuit- 
ably informed, and glows with juſt 
and generous actions, brightens 
and continues, demands our eſ- 
teem, and captivates our affeQions. 
But, my dear love, may we riſe 
higher il, and reſt—not in the 

3. praiſe 
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praiſe and applauſe of the moſt 
wiſe and diſcerning, but ſeek after 
the abiding preſence of the Lord, 
whoſe favour and loving kindneſs 
are the Chriſtian's happineſs in 
life, his ſupport in death, and his 
rejoicing through the countleſs 
ages of eternity! 


Bella expreſſed her love for you 
in her ſickneſs, and ſaid, ſhe was 
ſure, if you could ſee her, you 
would weep over her; and I be- 
lieve you would. As Polly has a 
deſire to write a few lines, I ſhall 
only add, I join in the general 


wiſh of ſeeing my dear N 


6 3 Wiſhing 
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Wiſhing you every bleſſing and 
protection in your intended jour- 
ney, I remain 


Your affectionate mother, 


P. S. Your Papa ſends his love, 
and joins with me in reſpects 
to Mr. and Mrs, T 


r. 


CET. 


LETTER KNEE? 


Wurirz I adore the loving- 
kindneſs of God for paſt protec- 
tion, with humble truſt I look up 
for the ſame kind Providence to 
continue with me, and. watch aver 
me in every future ſep; and with 
the Lord's permiſſion, we hope to- 
ſee our dear children in H——n 
Square, on Friday the 26th of this. 
month. I am yet much indiſ- 
3 poſed; 
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poſed; and it ſeems to be the 
pleaſure of an all-wiſe God, that 
ſickneſs ſhould be my daily croſs. 
I defire to ſubmit in ſilent reſigna- 
tion—but ever remembering, ma- 
ny, very many mercies are min- 
gled with my afflictions. Let me 
perſuade you, my dear love, to 
reflect, that though neither ſickx- 
neſs nor ſorrow now clouds your 
youthful hours, you are an inha- 
bitant of carth but for a ſhort ſea- 
ſon: diſeaſes will overtake you; 
ö and without ſome peaceful views: 
of the bliſsful world above, Death 
muſt be a dreaded enemy, and 
ee a moſt affecting thought. 
How 
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How doth Satan deceive and de- 
lude the multitude, by repreſent-. 
ing the way of Religion to be 
_ thorny and unpleaſant! while he 
diſplays all the gaiety of earthly 

pleaſures in the moſt alluring 
charms; but never tells giddy, 

thoughtleſs mortals, while he hires 
them as ſervants, he intends they 
ſhall receive the wages of eternal 
death; and artfully hides. from; 
them this encouraging truth, 'That: 
the ways of Religion are ways of 
© pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are 
peace. The fat is, the more we 
maturely and deeply reflect on 
real piety, the more ſolid and abid- 


ing 
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ing happineſs we ſhall enjoy, if we 
truly experience it; but the ways 
of Sin and Vanity muſt be purſued. 
| with a baniſhment of thought. 


Be earneſt, my dear, with the. 
Lord, that he would humble you, 
draw you with the cords of love, 
and bleſs you with that great and 
glorious ſalvation the dear Re- 
deemer purchaſed with his own 
blood ; and who now freely offers 
peace and pardon to every guilty 
ſoul that feels the burden of 
his fins, and wiſhes a change of 
heart. | 


Your 
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Vour Papa deſires his love to 
you and B-—. Sincerely wiſh- 
ing you, my dear N——y, every 
bleſſing, I remain 


Your affectionate mother, 


LE T- 
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E#TTER MXN. 


TE pleafing information, my 
dear N 


a meaſure of health, makes me 


y, that you enjoy ſuch 


anxious to enforce this delightful 
truth, That the only way to enjoy 
ſo ineſtimable a mercy, is to devote 
body and ſoul unto the Lord, as a 
reaſonable ſervice. The enchant- 
ments of a vain world, I am ſenſi- 
ble, are very captivating to a 
young mind: but, my love, rather 
| than 
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than liſten to the deceitful vota- 
ries, ſtop, and hear what the truths 
of the everlaſting Goſpel wiſh you 
to enjoy—a peace through the 
glorious atonement of a bleeding 
Saviour, and a heart influenced 
by the Holy Spirit to every att of 
obedience with delight. Thefe 
will afford a joy, that the moſt ſud- 
den change in life, and the frowns 
and ftorms of an adverſe world, 
cannot rob us of. The love of 
Chriſt ſhews us where to flee for 
ſhelter, when the heavens begin to 
lowr; and if the felt enjoyments 
of the love and power of a dear 

Redeemer 
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Redeemer are now ſo ſweet, what 
ecſtatic raptures will the dear fol- 
lowers of the Lamb enjoy, when 
the all-glorious Saviour will rend 
the heavens, and, in all the ma- 
jeſty of Godhead, command the 
dead to riſe and come to judge- 
ment! Where ſhall the guilty 
flee ? O my love, remember, your 
ſoul is of more worth than the 
riches of the Indies; for the word 
of God declares, What ſhall a 
© man profit, if he ſhould gain 
the whole world, and loſe his own. 
« foul? | 


Your 
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_ Your behaviour, and manner of 
inſiſting on the preſent of your 
work, are ſo engaging, that I 
can aſſure you it is a way to 
gain more than the value of the 
apron. Your age and appear- 
ance now denote the woman : 


* 
| ſo correſpond, that 1 may pofſeſs 


may the actions of my dear N 


the friend and companion in her 
ſociety! While a ſweet ſubmiſ- 
live obedience, within the limits 
of reaſon, is expected, our love, 
our indulgence, and parental af- 
fection will riſe higher and 
higher. 

4 Adieu! 


An Wo TPP c . 
” 


—— 


96 LETTERS FROM A PARENT 


Adieu! May the beſt of blefl- 
ings be yours l is the ſincere prayer 
wh 


Your affectionate mother, 


A— > mn 


LF T- 
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L ET TEN W W A 


DEAR N Y. 
I] was extremely ſurpriſed that 
you did not write within the 
month. Mrs. R—— informed me 
of your health, and that ſhe had 


ſeen you a few days paſt. While 


this information checked any ap- 
prehenſions that might ariſe, yet 
it left me to my aſtoniſhment. 


You may well expreſs the bleſſing 
H of 
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of health to be invaluable; for it 
1s rarely eſteemed, or gratefully 
acknowledged, till we are deprived 
of it. I never knew it ſuch a 
mercy or comfort as now, when it 
is in a meaſure departed; but yet 
'tis our wiſdom, duty, and intereſt 
to commit our ways unto the Lord. 
If it be the choice of Heaven to 
leſſen the comforts of life, and 
caſt a ſhade o'er the delights of 
ſenſe, it 1s oft but as our kindeſt 
friend, to unfold the hidden ſnares 
that might inſenſibly engage our 
hearts, and allure our affettions:. 
from the durable and unfading 

pleaſures. 
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pleafures that reſult from a hope 
of immartal life. | 


Your age now claims reflection; 
for though, through a gracious. 
Providence, you are untaught in 
the ſchool of Affliction, ſtill you 
are capable of receiving the bene- 
fit of obſeryatiop, and gaining 
tome yery uſeful leſſons by the ex- 
perience of ahers. For inſtance, 
do you hear of the ſighs, and ſee 
the ſorrows, of the languid, and 
view the calamities of mortal life 
yourſelf exempted from being the 
painful, diſtreſſed ſufferer ? does it 
not loudly whiſper this. admoni- 

H 2 tion, 
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tion, to be early devoted to God, 
that you may be prepared for thoſe 
evils, ſickneſs and ſorrow, death 


and judgment? 


Meditation on the Word, tho 
j unfolds ſome painful truths, 
as fin and ſuffering ; yet there 
are rivers of peace and conſola- 
tion diſplayed in the . riches of 
Chriſt, and communion with 
God, which are better felt than 


expreſſed. 


I ſhould be grieved, and 'tis 
far from my intention, to have 
you ſwallowed up with gloom 

and 
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and penſiveneſs, as always anti- 
cipating future evil; yet, though 
I am not for the fear and terror 
of guilt to overwhelm you as a 
deluge, and plunge you into aw- 
ful amaze ; nevertheleſs, J muſt 
urge you in love and tender- 
neſs, my dear love, now to ſeek 
pardon, life, and falvation thro' 
redeeming love; that you may 
with an abiding cheerfulneſs, 
peace, and reſignation, look thro” 
life, with ſerene compoſure, to 
what the Lord in wiſdom ap- 
points: ſo that you can un- 
diſmayed rejoice, and ſay, My 
* Lord, and my God! 


H g J know 
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I know of no medicine equal 
to the love of Chriſt ſhed abroad 
in the heart, as a mitigation or 
a cure for many complaints the 
body and mind are exerciſed 
with. 


O, could I ſee my eternal | 
day more unclouded, how would 
1t brighten many a wintry one 
on earth! but yet I truſt J am 
-on that bleſſed journey that ſhall 
reſt me in the peaceful haven 
of never-ending joy, where weak- 
neſs, fin, ſorrow, pain, and fear, 
mall for ever ceaſe. 


Your 
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Your Papa and Siſters ſend 
love. We beg reſpetts to Mr. 
and Mrs. T——r; and I remain, 


My dear love, 
Your affectionate mother, 


A— D—. 


s 


II 4 I. 
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LET ux. 


I navs for ſome time, my dear, 

been expecting a letter; and 
as the month was ſo nearly up, 
I began to be ſurpriſed I did not 
hear from you. I am exceed- 
ingly ſorry to find your eyes ſo 
weak; hope you will be very 
careful, and not work to try 
them. 


I ſhould 
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I ſhould be glad to know whe- 
ther your eyes have been weak ſince 
your return to ſchool, or a late 
cold received. Prudence ſome- 
times forbids activity and induſtry, 
and 'tis our duty to ſubmit ; but 
yet ever eſteem it, deſire it, enjoy 
it, and, when you can, prattiſe it. 
Six months veakneſs of ſight, 
which I experienced a few years 
ago, has made me prize my needle 
more; and I wiſh to be more 
thankful for the reſtoration, tho' 
not very ſtrong. 


Whenever, 


r 
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Whenever, my love, you feel 
any member enfeebled or diſor- 
dered, may it prove a faithful mo- 
nitor, and teach you your morta- 
lity! It is ſometimes a peculiar 
favour in the Lord to ſend an aſ- 
liction on young perſons, to in- 
form chem what they are, and 
what they ſhortly muſt be. Youth, 
health, vivacity, and death are op- 
polites not eaſily underſtood. 


I have been ſo mach indiſpoſed 
theſe few days, that I have been 
confined, therefore cannot at 
preſent ſend you a long letter ; 

but 
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but wiſhing you every an 


I remain 
_ Your affectionate Mother, 
A—— D——. 


Preſent our reſpects to Mr. and 
1 


LET 
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LE FS & MAD» 


I au greatly rejoiced, my dear 


N——y, your eyes are ſo much 
better : 'tis a mercy I hope you 
both ſee and feel. And if the na- 
tural fight is ſo deſirable and 
pleaſing as a guard and guide to 
us in our walk through life, then 
how important is it, my love, to 
be ſpiritually enlightened, that, 
feeing our miſery, we may know 


where 
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where our help and hope is; and 
learn the ſnares of our great ene- 
my, the deceit of our own hearts, 
and the vanity of all terreſtnal 
delights! Believe me, Satan wall 
but deceive the world, and your 
flattering expectations diſappoint 
you, if you reſt without ſome 
comfortable hope, that you are 


ſeeking pardon, peace, and ſalva- 


tion through the reconciling blood 
of the dear Redeemer. O my 
dear love, be perſuaded, that the 
Chriſtian's hopes, yea fears, are 
more ſatisfactory, as in the end 
they will be more conloling, than 

the 


110 LETTERS FROM A PARENT 


the world's loud laugh, which 
ſeems to denote peace and tran- 
quillity: but, alas! it is oft but 
falfe ſpirits ; and if otherwiſe, It 
expires as ſoon as Reaſon or Re- 
ligion fits as Judge, and tries the 
cauſe. 


You ſay, my dear love, you are 
diſtrefſed, and that you could ſay 
much. How doth my heart ſin- 
cerely wiſh, not that it may be an 
abiding ſorrow, yet, that it may 
continue tilt it has led you, as a 
humble, conſcious, returning fin- 
ner, to the wicket gate, as Bunyan: 

in 
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in his Pilgrim's Progreſs ex- 
preſſes it, where you know it 
is written, Knock, and it ſhall 
be opened !” and then, though 
you travel with Chriſtian through: 
many a temptation and trial, yet: 
you ſhall with him ſafely paſs Jor- 
dan's ſtreams, and ſing with the 
redeemed *© Hallelujah! for ever 
and ever. e 


The trees and hedges are now 
daily unfolding their bloſſoms, 
which make not only a lovely ap- 
pearance to attract the attention 
of the beholder, but there is the 
diſtant proſped, that delicious 


fruits 


© MA SZ Rs 
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fruits will be the produce of ſo 
profuſe a bloſſom. Yet, alas! 
how many promiſing bloſſoms are 
ſhaken off, and barręnneſs is ſeen 
where fruit was expected ! 


This Satan waits for, to ſee the 
young buds of grace juſt bloom- 
ing with the flattering hopes of a 
growing ſeriouſneſs, droop, wither, 
halt, and die. Be here, my love, on 
your guard, and let no diſcourage- 
ment or temptation act as a nip- 
ping froſt does to the creation. 


* 


Though Mrs. F is no more 


an inhabitant on carth, her dear 
children 
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children have the great conſola- 

tion to anticipate her joy and feli- 

City, as introduced to the glorious . 
1d pc 
bliſs. They exceedingly mourn . -'* 


happy throng in the regions 


her departure, as their affection 
and attention to her were very 
great, while they cannot but rejoice 
in the bleſſed exchange the now. 
enjoys. That we may one day ſec» 


her, and rejoice with her, is the. 


fncere prayer of _ | A 
Your affectionate Mother, 


LET= 
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LEY TEES x. 


DEAR P ; 


Tu agreeable news of your 
health gave me pleaſure ; but the 
pleafure would have been height- 
ened, if, when I inquired reſpect- 
ing your improvement, it had: 
been more ſatisfactory. 


O my love, ſhall a kind and 
gracious God impart talents, af- 


ſord opportunity, command the 
| bleſſing. 
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bleſſing of health to beat in our 
boſom, and bloom on the cheek, 
and ſhall ſuch tender indulgences 
be requited by wrapping our ta- 
lents in a napkin, and giving way 
to ſloth and idleneſs ? But I for- 
bear hoping your future conduct 
will convince us, you have a 
deeper ſenſe of your obligations 
to Providence, and a ſtronger af- 
fection for your parents. 


You will lay aſide your other 
works, and begin the Globes. I 
hope, when you ſet off on your 
tour, you will make great ſpeed 


1 * round. 
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round the world, and let us ſee 
you have an ambition to excel. 


will. 
The little family are 3 


except Lydia *, who is cutting her 
teeth, but is very ſprightly and 
engaging. 


Theſe autumnal months are very 
delightful. Creation, as all the 
herbage. of the fields is withering, 
ſeems to die, after having bounti- 
fully unloaded her fruits and fa- 
vours on the juſt and unjuſt, with 


ſweet compoſure and cheerfulneſs. 


* Lydia died ſoon after. 
[ think, 


0 HER CHILDREN. 117 


I think, my love, it is an em- 
blem of a Chriſtian after a life of 
faith and active obedience; as 
often his ſetting ſun beams with 
peace and ſerenity, knowing in 
whom he hath believed. O may 
we live the life of the righteous, 
that we may die their death ! 


I hope you will write to me 
ſoon; and I give you ſor a ſub- 
ject, What are the advantages 
of an improved mind?” You will 
impart your thoughts with liberty, 
and let every ſentiment be vour 


On. 


I 3ͤ; 
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round the world, and let us ſee 
you have an ambition to excel. 


The little family are = 
except Lydia “*, who is cutting her 
teeth, but is very ſprightly and 
engaging. 


Theſe autumnal months are very 
delightful. Creation, as all the 
herbage of the fields is withering, 
ſeems to die, after having bounti- 
fully unloaded her fruits and fa- 
vours on the juſt and unjuſt, with 
ſweet compoſure and cheerfulneſs. 


* Lydia died ſoon after. 
I think, 
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I think, my love, it is an em- 
blem of a Chriſtian after a life of 
faith and active obedience; as 
often his ſetting ſun beams with 
peace and ſerenity, knowing in 
whom he hath believed. O may 
we live the life of the righteous, 


that we may die their death! 


I hope you will write to me 
ſoon; and I give you lor a ſub- 
Jett, *© What are the advantages 
of an improved mind?” You will 
impart your thoughts with liberty, 
and let every ſentiment be vour 
oun. 

3 A 
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Adieu! Wiſhing you r 
bleſſing, I remain 


Your affectionate mother, 
A—— —. 


Reſpetts to your Governeſs. All 
ſend love. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XxXLEME 


I wisn, my dear N—y, to make 
ſeveral obſervations on that part 
of your letter, where you ſo frank- 

ly confeſs yourſelf a ſinner in the 
ſight of God. To know our- 
ſelves loſt and miſerable, is one of 
the moſt important truths and 
bhardeſt leſſons in Divinity: and 
where ſuch a conviction is ſav- 
ing, and the effect of the Spirit's 
teaching, it produces all that love 


© i to 
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to Jeſus, and delight in his ways, 


the Scriptures ſo much ſpeak 
of. The ſenſibility of ſin, has 
made the atonement and righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt ſurpaſſingly pre- 


cious, that the world, vanity and 


ſin, are now no longer the ſoul's 


portion or pleaſure: a tender con- 


ſcience, a conſiſtent walk, and all 


the lovely graces and fruits of the 
Spirit, are with a holy depori- 


ment now apparent. My dear 


love, let ſuch marks be your touch- 
ſtone and trial, rather than a ge- 
neral phraſe of expreſſion. I 
would be often repeating ſuch re- 


marks, where young people have 


enjoyed 
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enjoyed a ſerious education, leſt 
they reſt ſatisfied in the form, ra- 
ther than the power of religion. 


Ever conſider it as an undoubt- 
ed fact, that the blood of Jeſus 
delivereth from the power of ſin; 
and a hope or peace ſhort of this, 
is but awful and certain deluſion. 
Ble ſſed, indeed, are thoſe that are 
enabled to ſee, lament, and flee 
from the wrath of an avenging 

God, to the extended arms of a 
willing and riſen Saviour. May 
each of our dear children be gra- 
ciouſly encircled in the days of 
their youth] The deceaſe of Cap- 


tain 
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n, while it may ſur- 


tain T 
priſe you, ſhould confirm this 
truth, that we are but duſt and 
aſhes, exiſting at the pleaſure and 
permiſſion of the Lord. 


Mrs. T—n was exceedingly 
-overwhelmed at the intelligence. 
| It was intended to have been his 
laſt voyage, and after ſettling his 
affairs, to have paſſed the remain- 
-der of his days with his family ; but 
a myſterious and a wiſe Provi- 
.dence in two days (as he laid no 
longer) clouds. the pleaſing ſcene ; 
.and while God commands the 
huſband to paſs through Jordan 


into 
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into the world of ſpirits, the 
family mournfully ſurvive, and are 


deeply exerciſed. 


While we alſo ſympathiſe with 
the afflicted, and behold their 
ſorrow with a tender concern, 
may we be enabled to commit our 
comfort and concerns into the 
hands of the great Diſpoſer of all 
events, that we may be prepared 
for the various changes of this 
tranſitory life! 


Had Mr. T—— returned, their 


temporary affairs would have been 
pleaſing and independent. Now 
their 


pat A — 


—ͤ—ũC— — 2 PE EY: — * 
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their friends feel and fear for 
them, as he had not time, after his 
arrival, to ſettle his matters, and 
the war at preſent makes it imprac- 


ticable. 


Thus we ſee, the Lord in a few 
hours can ſink us from a proſper- 


ous to an adverſe ſtate. O Lord 


of hoſts, bleſſed is the man that 


truſteth in thee. 


We are all purely through mer- 
cy, excepting Bella, who has ſick- 


ened within this fortnight with the 


hooping-cough. At preſent it is 


by no means alarming. Though 


ſhe 
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ſhe is a pleaſing, promiſing child 
in many reſpects, I truſt I have 
too often given her to God to call 
her mine, or wiſh her at my diſ- 
poſal. 1 


Polly is exceeding good, and ſo 
extremely attentive, that ſhe ap- 
| pears quite unhappy to be out of 
favour one hour; and cloſely. at- 
tends to her books and work. 


Mr. N 
neighbour. He has taken Mrs. 
H— 
{quare. 


is coming to be our 


n's houſe in Charles's- 
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We are rejoiced to have the 
excellent of the earth our neigh- 
bours and friends. Let us follow 
their footſteps. Then we ſhall live 
together in the manſions of reſt 


and eternal joy. 


Adieu, my dear love! and be- 


lieve me 
Your affectionate parent, 
— D.—. 


Bella begs I would fend her love. 
You will. preſent our reſpetts. 


tO: 
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. 


to Mr. and Mrs. T-—; and I 
wiſh you to notice your friends, 
as well as relations, as you have 


many that kindly enquire after 
vou. Miſs F deſires her 


I. E T- 


My dear N 
or ſurpriſed, if I do not imme- 
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LETTER $214 


y will be uneaſy 


diately anſwer her ſecond letter. 
I thank you, my love, for the ten- 
der expreſſions of your affection. 

If the Lord ſpares us, I hope it 
will be a growing eſtimation and 
regard, on the moſt firm and laſt- 


ing baſis of reaſon and religion. 


We ſhould eſteem it one great 
intention of our lives to render 
Others 
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others happy, as well as aim for 
our own felicity. That perſon 
_ whoisſointereſtedas to move with- 
in ſo ſmall a circle as his little ſelf, 
has very ſmall knowledge what the 
liberal and enlarged mind poſſeſſes. 
What if ſorrow viſits my heart, 
and ſickneſs is my daily compa- 
nion? let me rejoice that others 
are enjoying what I am denied. 
And if we thus feel for individu- 
als, as conſidering them capable of 
joy and ſorrow, how near does it 
touch the ſpirits of affectionate 


parents for the ſpiritual and tem- 


poral happineſs of their children ! 
My heart 1s often pained with 
K foar 


—— — EE — ra Iv, — — 
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fear and apprehenſion, leſt, O diſ- 
treſſing thought! leſt this world 
engage their affettions, bury their 
ſpiritual ſenſes, and leſt they 
fondly claſp the world as their 
God, while they know it will de- 
ceive them. 


Be much in prayer, my dear 
love, that the enemy may not thus 
ſatisfy and deceive your ſoul. 
Prayer is what he hates: he trem- 
bles when the ſoul diligently and 
fervently cries to the Lord with 
David, Search me and try me, 
O Lord, and ſee if there be any 
* way of wickedneſs in me, and lead 

me 
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me in the way everlaſting!” Your 
—Papa, with me, is ſurpriſed you” 
did not inform us, how indifferent 
your eyes have 8 — half- 


— 
—_— — ——_ 


— - 
4 


up with the young Ladies, and not 
„ Mh called, and 
upon in „informed me, they 
were but weak. Miſs B 
ſince confirmed it. Had we the 
opportunity, we ſhould write to 


Mr. and Mrs. T r, as we are 
much alarmed at your ſtaying long- 
er at ſchool. Domeſtic engage- 
ments will not try your eyes like 
conſtantly working at an ends 


x ——_—_ 
K 2 my 


s has 
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-my-health is but indifferent. Your 
Brother Joſiah is- now with us, 
juſt ſickened of the {mall-pox. 


| Your Papa, Brothers and Siſ- 
ters, Join with me in love; and 
wiſhing you every bleſſing a gra- 
cious Covenant God has promiſed, 

I remain 


Your affectionate Mother, 


I 3 


LET. 
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LEI TER XXIV. 


MY DEAR LOVE, 


T nave juſt peruſed your letter, 
and ſnatch the preſent retired mi- 
nutes, while the dear young ones 
are walking this delightful morn- 
ing, to encourage you in the bleſ- 
ſed way to Zion. I am thankful, 
you ſenſibly feel your own weak- 
| neſs; and are looking up to the 
hills, from whence alone help can 
come. The Lord, as infinitely 
| K 3 wiſe, 
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wiſe, graciouſly conſiders we are 
but duſt ; and therefore often va- 
ries in his dealings with his chil- 
dren: ſome he allures to the wil- 
derneſs, raiſes their affeQions, 
and ſanctifies their wills; and, in a 
progreſſive way, unfolds the hid- 
den iniquity of their hearts. —With 
others, he appears as an angry 
God, and ſeems to approach only 
to deſtroy ; but yet, through the 
dreadful ſtorm, there is a Father's 
heart to pity, and a Father's hand 
to uphold. O the unſpeakable 
mercy, that the Lord will take 
any method to reclaim us from our 

obſtinate rebellion, and ſubdue in 

| any, 


TO HER CHILDREN. 185 


any meaſure, our rocky hearts! 
Often meditate on the riches of 
grace, and the exceeding great 
love of Jeſus; that he ſuffered the 
moſt agonizing ſufferings in the 
garden, and on the croſs, to open 
wide the door of mercy for the 
coming ſinner. And, has the Lord 
ſo wonderfully added to this, his 
loving-kindneſs, and condeſcended 
to allure you, and win your affec- 
tions; then to overlook you by 
the thundering and lightning of 
his holy law ? O, eſteem it! prize 
it! be thankful for it! and walk 
humbly before him! And this, 
my dear Nancy, I would urge you 
= 7 to 
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to be cautious of; not reſting in 
low attainments in religion: you 
have now entered on a race, and 
your duty and comfort lie in go- 
ing forward. Bunyan's Pilgrim met 
with many an enemy, and the hill 


Difficulty; but he purſued in the 
ſtrength of the Lord, and nobly 
fought his way through all obſtruc- 


tions from within and without. Iam 
perſuaded, we loſe much peace and 
Joy, by not walking more in the foot- 
ſteps of Jeſus. | Study the word of 
God, and meditate thereon with 
fervent prayer. Aſk, that you may 
receive, that your joy may be full ; 
remember thoſe precious words, If 

ye 
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© yethat are evil, know to give good 
gifts unto your children, how 
much more ſhall your heavenly 
© Father give the holy Spirit unto 
© them that aſk for it!! What en- 
couragement to prayer is this! 


O, be hourly looking unto the 
Lord; be earneſt with God, that a 
ſpirit of prayer may be imparted, 
that you may be ſaved from a 
trifling ſpirit, which grieves the 
Holy Ghoſt, and greatly hinders 
the growth of grace. Be very 
watchful of the increaſe of your 
corruptions, whenever you find 
them riſing; tell the Lord, you are 
come 
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come in the precious name of 
Jeſus, and for his Almighty power 
to enable you to be more than con- 
queror; and if you find not an im- 
. mediate anſwer, {till wait, you will 
not tarry in vain. | 


Paul pleaded thrice (how oft 
that means, we know not) before 
he received that bleſſed anſwer, 
My grace is ſufficient for thee.” I 
am rejoiced you feel a compoſure 
and reſignation to the hinted diſ- 
appointment. Unexpetted occur- 
rences, my dear, will happen; 
but we ſhould always view every 


event as appointed by the great 
Ruler 
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Ruler in Heaven and Earth. 
May the Lord bleſs you indeed ! 
Write to me as often as you can. 
Adieu, in haſte ! 


Your affectionate Mother, 


rn — 


P. S. The dire diſeaſe has con- 
quered the ſweet Joſiah, and 
inexorable Death has ſnatched 
him from my maternal arms. 
But my heart, if not my tongue, 
as yet ſays, The Lord's will 
© be done! 


LET- 
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Err 


DEAR BELLA, 


Tu agreeable intelligence of 
your health gave me pleaſure; and 
I hope the daily enjoyment of ſo 
great a bleſſing will awaken your 
gratitude and love to that gracious 


God who preſerves your life, and 
imparts the mercy. May you daily 


grow in a deep and abiding ſenſe of 


your dependance on the Lord, for in 


him 
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him you live, move, and have 


your being. O, my love, remem- 
ber, his eye is ever on you, to view 
your actions and hear your words. 
May this make you cautious and 
conſcientious in all you ſay or do! 
There is ſomething lovely, as well 


as religious, in a conſtant atten- 


tion to truth, and in never ſaying 


more on a ſubject, when you re- 


late it, than is true. Let not viva- - 


city, and a deſire to pleaſe, in ſay- 


ing ſome wonderful thing, tempt 
you to this fin. 1 mention ſo much 
on this ſubjett, as I ſhould be ex- 
ceedingly grieved if you did not 
always pay the ſtricteſt attention to 

your 
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your words. I doubt not, but you 
was greatly rejoiced when your 
teeth were drawn. I heard, the 
thought of the painful operation 
diſtreſſed and diſpirited you, but 
it was highly neceſſary they ſhould 
be removed. May this, my love, 
afford you a leſſon of improve- 
ment; as that the removal of ſin 
from the heart and life, is of far 
greater conſequence; for if bad 
teeth are ſuffered to remain, they 
often occaſion: great pain and diſ- 
treſs: but if fin is ſuffered to lodge 
in the heart, that will create ſor- 
row and anguiſh indeed. O my 
dear Bella, watch your heart, 
„„ that 


— 
- 
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that corrupt fountain of fin ; flee 
to Jeſus, he loves little children to 
come and aſk of him all they want 
| and wiſh :—hear his gracious. in- 
vitation, *Aſk, and ye ſhall receive; 
* ſeek, and ye ſhall find; knock, and 
it ſhall be opened.“ What a joy- 
ful ſound to ſuch ſinners as we are! 
May the voice of pardon, in the 
blood of Jeſus, make us happy 
and the delight of our heart be, to 
bleſs, love, and obey ſuch a lov- 
ing Saviour! Had he not died on 
the croſs, we muſt have died eter- 
nally, and ſo never have enteredinto 
the preſence of God, where there 
is fulneſs of joy. 

Your 


. 
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Your Papa and Siſters ſend 
love. Reſpetts to your Gover- 
neſs, My love to Miſs G—d, and 
Miſs P—e ; I remain 


Your affectionate Mother, 


4 
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LETTER. XXVL 


From the precarious ſtate of my 
health, and perceiving, from ſymp- 
toms, that my diſorder gains the 
advantage of my conſtitution, Iam 
led to the ſolemn reflection, that 
Death (1 would hope, my friendly 
meſſenger) will ſoon cloſe all mor- 
tal ſcenes, and deprive. my dear, 
dear Bella of an affectionate pa- 
rent. With ſincerity my heart 
loves you: all the parental feel- 
ings of a Mother now look at you 

— though 
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though abſent, and ſeem to dread 
the parting look, when all my 
council and my care, prayers and 
intreaties, ſhall be over. I would 
therefore now ſnatch the moment 
lent by an indulgent Providence, 
to warn, admonith, reprove, and 
encourage my dear child, that ſhe 
may not, through the deceitfulneſs 
of her own heart, and the power 
of the enemy, ſtifle the dictates of 
conſcience, and, inſtead of ſeek- 
ing the Lord now in the days of 
her youth, put off the important 
concern till a more convenient 
ſeaſon. Dread delay, an awful 
hazard! as your breath is in your 
noſtrils, and in one moment your 
eternal 


— 
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eternal ſtate may be fixed in utter 
darkneſs. 


My dear love, let me reaſon 
with you. Are you deſirous of 
being happy ? I know your reply ; 
for we all naturally hate miſery. 
Believe the written Word, that 
the ways of a Chriſtian are as the 
dawning light, which ſhineth more 
and more unto a perfect day. 
How extremely beautiful is this 
alluſion ! When morning light firſt 
breaks through the midnight gloom, 
the rays of light are but extremely 
faint, and we ſee things but dark- 
ly and uncomfortably; but the 
Sun advances, and in a ſhort time 

- 
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the mid-day ſhines on us, and to- 
our view diſplays all the glories of 
the beautiful creation. 


Thus the ſoul ſincerely ſeeking 
Jeſus, or, in the language of Scrip- 
ture, hungering and thirſting after 
righteouſneſs, though at preſent 
he doth not ſee what the Father 
in Chriſt doth, yet follow on, the 


day ſhall yet dawn more and more. 
If you have, my dear, a defire to 


entertain him as your beſt friend; 
reſt not there, but be anxious, reſt- 


leſs, and importunate, till you have 
ſome hope that you are brought 
out of Egypt, the city of deſtruc- 
tion, with your face Zion-ward. 


And 
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And ſhould the Sun of righteouſ- 
neſs, the Lord Jeſus, not yet riſe 
on your languid ſoul, O fear not! 
Has he made you ſenſible, through 
his Spirit, that you are a ſinner, 
that his holy law condemns you as 
guilty, and that you dread his Al- 
mighty power and denunciation, 
* Depart, depart, I know thee not! 
I repeat it, fear not: © He will not 
break the bruiſed reed, norquench 
the ſmoking flax.” Come unto 
me, all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and I will give you 
« reſt.” And though he yet de- 
lay, wait on the Lord: the wait- 


ing ſoul ſhall never be diſappoint- 
= 
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ed. Waiting ſeaſons are generally 
pleſſed afterwards with a ſteadier 
faith. 


The Lord hath ſaid, © Thoſe 
© that truſt in the Lord, or believe 
© in Jeſus, ſhall not be confounded; 
but has no where left on record, 
that it ſhall be inſtantly. David, 
the highly favoured of the Lord, 
is often telling us, © he waited, yea; 
che waited patiently, and was heard, 
to the ſtrengthening of his faith, 
and the increaſe of his love: 
neither let thy corruptions, thy 
ſickneſſes, or diſtreſſes, make thee, 
my love, deſpond© N 24 


THE END. 


